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8.45–9.00 (EET) Registration 

9.00–9.15 Opening addresses
• Ināra Mūrniece, Speaker of the Parliament of Latvia
• Andris Sprūds, Director of the Latvian Institute of International Affairs
• Zane Petre, Head of the European Commission Representation in Latvia

9.15–10.00  Keynote Conversation: On the State of the European Union
The coronavirus pandemic and the war in Ukraine have had a significant effect on the lives of 
EU citizens, impacting workers and consumers. Both the pandemic and the war are having a 
disruptive influence on the EU’s economy and trade, including supply chains. The task of this 
conversation is to investigate the state of the economy of the European Union.

 Moderated by Margarita Šešelgyte, Director of the Institute of International Relations 
and Political Science of Vilnius University

• Valdis Dombrovskis, Executive Vice President of the European Commission for 
An Economy that Works for People and European Commissioner for Trade

10.00–10.15 Break

10.15–11.30  PANEL CONVERSATION: 
   ON THE FUTURE OF EUROPE

 Visioning the purpose and the shape of EU institutions and policies has been part of 
democratic engineering in the European integration process for decades. Crises have 
traditionally pushed Europe to find new instruments and forge common policies. The war 
in Ukraine has fostered historic decisions in the EU. It is the task of this conversation to 
investigate the political landscape of the EU in the new geopolitical environment.

 Moderated by Imants Lieģis, senior fellow at the Latvian Institute of International Affairs, 
former minister of Defence of the Republic of Latvia

• Frank Schimmelfennig, Professor at the ETH Zurich
• Sandra Dias Fernandes, Professor at the University of Minho
• Kristi Raik, Director of the Estonian Foreign Policy Institute

11.30–11.45 Break

11.45–13.00  PANEL CONVERSATION: ON ENERGY SECURITY   
   AND CLIMATE AMBITION

 The European Green Deal has been growing teeth over recent years. The supply of 
green and clean energy, but also secure and affordable energy, is instrumental for 
the green transition. Meanwhile, the war in Ukraine, sanctions against Russia by the EU 
and individual member states, and the severing of relations with Russian state-owned 
energy companies has accentuated the need to diversify the EU’s energy suppliers and 
manage the immediate challenge of surging oil and gas prices. Hence, the task of this 
conversation is to investigate how the climate ambitions of the European Green Deal can 
be aligned with the imperative to enhance energy security.
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 Moderated by Morten Hansen, Head of Economics Department at the Stockholm 
School of Economics in Riga

• Mihails Kozlovs, Member of the European Court of Auditors
• Louise van Schaik, Head of EU & Global Affairs Unit at Netherlands Institute of 

International Affairs (Clingendael)
• Paul Schmidt, Secretary General of the Austrian Society for European Politics

13.00–13.30 Lunch break

13.30–14.45  PANEL CONVERSATION: ON CYBERSECURITY IN A  
   DIGITAL EUROPE 

  Setting: online
 The coronavirus has brought structural changes to societies and economies as more and 

more people use and trust in digital solutions. At the same time, a more Digital Europe 
and its citizens are more susceptible to cyber threats. Cyberattacks on EU member states 
and their citizens have dramatically increased in the wake of Russia’s attack on Ukraine. 
Hence, the task of this conversation is to investigate how to make a Digital Europe safer 
from cyber warfare.

 Moderated by Ramūnas Vilpišauskas, Jean Monnet Chair Professor at the Institute of 
International Relations and Political Science of Vilnius University

• Thibaut Kleiner, Deputy Director-General for Communications Networks, Content 
and Technology, European Commission

• Károly Dán, Ambassador at Permanent Mission of Hungary to the OSCE, the UN, 
and Other International Organizations

• Verónica Hernández, Deputy Director of the Spanish National Observatory for 
Tech and Society

14.45–15.00 Break

15.00–16.00 CLOSING KEYNOTE CONVERSATION: ON THE EU’S  
   PLACE IN THE WORLD

   Setting: online
 The European Union has traditionally been open to the world and to collaboration. 

And Europe is still attractive to many countries in the neighbourhood and beyond. 
Many seek membership in and alliance with the EU. Ukraine’s aspirations for EU 
membership have acquired a dramatic turn. The task of this conversation is to 
investigate the possibilities for the EU to address these membership and alliance 
wishes.

 Moderated by Edijs Bošs, Associate Professor at the Riga Stradins University
• Hans-Gert Pöttering, former President of the European Parliament

 Concluding Remarks
• Kārlis Bukovskis, Deputy Director of the Latvian Institute of International Affairs
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